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In  any  case  There  thore  la  oruy  a  ceruiwu  uwuj  v* 
a  document  Introduced,  this  is  due  to  the  feet  that  the 
original  document  is  not  available  in  Tokyo,  because  it 
is  wanted  by  the  Netherlands.  Netherlands  Indies  or  other 
Government,  of  whose  official  records  it  is  a  pert,  for 
reasons  of  prosecution  in  the  home  country,  or  for  other 

official  purpose, 

of  each  of  the 

which* the  Netherlands  Indies  has  been  _ 
of  convenience  for  this  trial, 
to  draw  the  Court's  attention  to 
a  more  general  character, 
This  is  in 


Before  giving  individual  synopses 
seven  areas  into  t!  : 

roughly  divided  for  reasons 
the  Prosecution  desires  t_ 
some  facts  and  circumstances  of 
most  of  wvich  these  area 3  have  in  common 
order  to  prevent  repetition# 

1,  The  Royal  Netherlands  Indies  «rmy,  mainly 

on  the  island  of  Java,  surrendered  on  March  9th,  1942. 
This  surrender  wa.s  foilov;ed  by  thet  of  the  other  Allied 
Forces  then  present  in  this  theater,  comprising  some 
eight  thousand,  most  of  them  Australian  and  Britis  , 
some  American, ? New -Zealand  and  Canadian,  As  has  been 

, stated  by  Brigadier  ELACKBURN,  these 

testimony  on  29  November  and  2  December  1946,  all  these 

troops  were  made  Prisoners  of  War, 

The  Netherlands  Indies  Army  consisted  only  P^tly  of 
Dutch  troops,  most  of  whom  wore  civilians,  members  of. 
militia,  and  ^landstorm"  (territorial  army ),  including 
home-guards.  These  Dutch  troops,  amounting  to  about 
37,000,  were  confined  in  camps  over  almost  the  whole 
territory  and  afterwards  most  of  them  were  sent  to  other 
countries,  e.g.  about  14,000  to  Burma,  and  Siam,  7,800  to 
Jonrn  proper.  In  the  course  of  the  war  8,500,  or  23*, 
of  these  ^7,000  P.O.W.  died.  These  facts  appear  in 
Prosecution  Document  5737,  ^hich  is  an  approximative 
calculation  by  the  wnd  nr  Netherlands  Indies 


The  Prosecution  enters  this  document  no .  XLSL  ”  WEERD  "0 s 
tve  statement  of  the  witness  Lajor  DE  WLLRD,  os 

gUen  on  6  December  1946  (pg.  3),  t*  official 
returns  give  a  higher  number,)  The  other  Allied  P,0.  , 
were  mostly  confined  in  the  some  comps  together  with 
the  Dutch  and  were  also  scattered  all  over  the  Japanese 

controlled  areas, 

2#  The  Japanese  treated  the  P.O.W,  in  the  Netherlands 
Indies  in  the  same  wRy  ns  has  already  been  s]p?T7” 
c-sc  of  the  areas  Singapore.  Malaya,  Burma 
Pnnrkone  Andamans  and  Nicobars,  Formosa,  end  Hainan, 
In  »e  mJon?lBo  ??cy  mr.de  tic  wirld  believe  that  being 


spr 
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n  P.0.\7.  in  their  bends  was  r  privilege,  ns  appears  from 
Prosecution  Document  5771,  which  is  Q.lcJJer  dd*  T?kyo» 
September  8th,  1942,  of  the  Gaimusho  the  Swedish 
Minister  in  Tokyo  who  was  in  charge  of  Dutch  interests. 

In  this  letter  the  Japanese  Government  point  out  that 
the  Governor  General  of  the  Netherlands  Indies  was  given 
the  benefit  of  being  treated  as  n  P.O.W,  and  not  as  a 
mere  civilian. 

The  Prosecution  enters  this  document  No,  5771  03  rn  exhibit, 

■a  The  reason  for  this  discrimination  between  P.O.W. 
j  md  civilians  is  not  clear,  rs  the  Japanese  Government 
had  promised  to  apply  the  rules  of  the  Geneva  Convention 
19P9  re  P.O.W.  to  the  Dutch  civilian  internees,  as  is 
shown  in  the  cable  from  the  International  Red  Cross, 
to  the  Netherlands  Government,  dd,  Prosecution 

Tioruinent  *>736,  Th^ s  cable  gives  oven  a  most  reassuring 
??c™ro  of  th^  treatment  of  the  Dutch  civilian  internees 

in  Japan  proper. 

The  Prosecution  enters  this  document  No,  ,57.3.6  as  an  exhibit. 

Not  before  E-rch  1944  did  the  Japanese  treat  the 
•  Dutch  civilian  internees  cn  an  equal  footing with  the 
P  o  W  (according  to  Japrnesv  standards)  by  bringing 
them  unde^theadministretion  of  the  P.O.W.  Command, 
as  appears  from  the  affidavits  of  Major  General 
and  Colonel  NAKATA,  successive  Commanders  of  the  P.O.W, 
Coups  in  Java. 

This,  however,  proved  a  change  for  tve  worse  in  its 
results. 

The  Prosecution  enters  for  identification  document  No. 

the  affie'vit  of  SAITO,  and  the  excerpts  thereof  as  an  cxFibit. 

The  Prosecution  enters  for  identification  document  No. 

the  affidavit  cf  NaKATA,  ana  the  excerpts  thereof  ns  an  exhibit. 

4.  As  has  been  mentioned  elaborately  in  P£?3e 
dooling  v:ith  the  Japanese  aggression  against  the 
Netherlands,  almost  nil  Dutch  civilians  who  had  not 
h*-r.n  born  in  the  Netherlands  Indies  were  interned, 

tfre  Mghcr  offlcirls  bom  in  this  country. 

The  ‘total  number  is  estimated  by  the 
PAvrrrnf'nt  in  the  already  mentioned  document  5737,  so 
Vp5 B  fo,000.  wSncn  and  children  included.  Of  these 
nbrmt  to  TOO  died  or  approximately  13$«  The  remainder, 

assJt^jooo u  m**  «».  «* 

figure  of  62,500  odd,  mentioned  by  Major  DE  WEEBD. 
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The  appalling  conditions  under  which  the  P.O.W.  and 
civilian  internees  hnd  to  live,  of  which  incidentally 
some  detoils  hod  leaked  out  to  the  outer  world,  node 
the  Netherlands  Governnent  propose  to  the  Japanese 
Governnent  to  arrange  on  exchange  of  sick  P»0«W»  ana 
civilian  internees,  egainst  Japanese  P.O.W.  and 
civilirns  interned  in  Allied  territory.  In  the  Netherlands 
Indies  the  Japanese,  a.s  will  appenr  from  many  documents, 
put  tho  blnnc  for  bod  conditions  mostly  upon  tho  feet 
that  they  could  not  provide  sufficient  food,  etc.  because 
of  the  limited  supplies  in  the  country.  The  ^wedish 
Minister  in  Tokyo,  representing  the  Netherlands  Govern¬ 
ment,  handed  to  the  Japanese  Government  e  concrete 
proposal  for  exchange  which  appears  in  Prosecution 
Document  5757,  which  is  a  copy  of  the  memorandum  of  the 
said  Minister  to  tho  Japanese  Foreign  Ministry,  dd. 

January  24th,  1944, 

This  humanitarian  proposal  intended  to  save  the  lives 
of  several  thousands  was  net  by  the  bland  refusal  of  th 
Japanese  Government  "for  military  reasons",  os  ePP^s 
from  the  annotation  on  the  said  copy,  dd.  February  8th, 

1944. 

The  Prosecution  enters  this  document  No.  5721  Ps  rn  exhibit. 

5.  The  Netherlands  Government  had  protested  against  the 
location  of  P.O.W.  in  dangerous  zones  because  of  the 
possibility  of  attacks  etc.,  os  appears  from  Prosecution 
Document  5772,  which  is  e  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  Swedis 
Charge  d'affaires  in  Tokyo  to  the  Japanese  Foreign 
Ministry,  dd.  December  30th,  1943. 

Tho  Prosecution  enters  this  doounent  No.  5222  as  *n  exhibit. 

In  this  letter  the  coast  of  Burma  was  mentioned  os  an 
examnle  thereof.  The  Japanese  Foreign  Minister  answered 
that  Burma  was  not  a  theater  that  might  be  dangerous 
and  it  was  no?  exposed  to  attacks,  Projection  Document 
5773 1  being  his  letter  to  the  Swedish  Minister  dd. 

May  5th,  1944. 

The  Prosecution  enters  this  document  No.  5222  as  an  exhibit. 

6  The  J-rncse  have  forced  about  270,000  Indonesians 
tc  perf or i  coolie-labour  in  ether  islands  and  other 
SJSKr,  of  Whom  only  70,000  have  been  recovered,  as 
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stated  fcy  !.!ojcr  DE  WEERD  (pg.  38).  As  the  major  part 
of  those  so-celled  ‘'Ronusht^s",  Insurers,  vere 
conscripted  fron  the  population  of  Java,  this  atteck 
on  the  rights  of  the  native  population  will  he  dealt 
v/ith  t/V  t n  evidence  is  given  regarding  the  cori.itting 
of  B  and  C  Class  Offenses  in  the  area  Java. 
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